
Entity Reference with 
Layout may be the Zen of 
editorial layout control!

Really, more about editorial experience...
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Why Bother?

Drupal has a perception problem. Drupal is underrated.

We need to grow the install base.

Installs
D7:  647,169
D8:  308,024
D9:    42,833

We need more developers making money with Drupal.



How is Drupal perceived?

Common criticisms

● Drupal is hard.  

● Drupal is confusing.

● Drupal is not user friendly.

Reality

● Certainly can be.

● Options vs decisions. 

● Let’s fix this today.



What is the problem?

Drupal has so many ways to control content 

display.

● Field Group 

● Panels

● Display Suite

● Blocks

● Layout Builder

● Etc.

Site Owners / Content Editors just want to 

build the content, not search through menus.

Each has pros and cons, work in different ways.  

None work in the content editor.



What’s the solution?

As site builders / developers:

● Focus on user tasks.  

● Simplify the admin.

● Unify the site editing interfaces.



Entity Reference Layout

Power of layouts, simplicity of a single UI.

Uses Paragraphs for creating content.

*NOTE: Entity Reference Layout replaced by 

Layout Paragraphs.



Let’s talk about Layouts

Drupal default Layouts are not great. Custom Layouts with more flexibility.



Demo

https://bit.ly/3imGoDo

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BvKYcmpPVeVt7qQX6FJGjofgsWn9xlB7/preview


Field Group

https://www.drupal.org/project/field_group

Helper Modules

Range Slider Widget

https://www.drupal.org/project/range_slider_widget

Color Field

https://www.drupal.org/project/color_field

Modules to help make the editor 
experience more visual.

Custom layouts or something like Bootstrap 

Layout Builder.

https://www.drupal.org/project/bootstrap_layout_builder

https://www.drupal.org/project/field_group
https://www.drupal.org/project/range_slider_widget
https://www.drupal.org/project/color_field
https://www.drupal.org/project/bootstrap_layout_builder


General Principles

Simplify controls.  

Sensible defaults.

Inline help.

Enforce branding.

Leverage Components.



Use Field Group to streamline content 
editing



Components



Componentize Code

Preprocess ParagraphsDefine Style Guide Sass Component



Use Cases

Do use when:

● Editors are not familiar with Drupal.

● When you are willing to spend some 

time curating options.

● When pages need maximum flexibility.

Don’t use when:

● Content Layout needs to be identical.

● When you don’t have time to structure 

backend forms.



Questions?


