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What Do I Mean By
“Custom Theme Settings?”

Drupal default theme settings



Zen’s custom theme settings



The “Heavyweights”



How Does It Work?

my_theme.info template.php

page.tpl.php

settings[foo] = 0

<div class=”style-<?php print $foo; ?>”>Hello world.</div>

my_theme_preprocess_page {
  $foo_value = theme_get_setting('foo’);
  $variables['foo'] == $foo_value;
}



How Does It Work?

my_theme.info

theme-settings.php

../settings/my_theme

template.php

page.tpl.php

settings[foo] = 0

hook_form_system_theme_settings_alter()

<div class=”style-<?php print $foo; ?>”>Hello world.</div>

my_theme_preprocess_page {
  $foo_value = theme_get_setting('foo’);
  $variables['foo'] == $foo_value;
}



How Does It Work?

$form['site_flavor_settings']['site_flavor'] = array(
    '#type' => 'select',
    '#title' => t('Flavor:'),
    '#default_value' => theme_get_setting('site_flavor'),
    '#options' => $site_flavor_options,
    '#description'  => t('Select a flavor.'),
  );



How Could I Use This?

Live Demo
See: https://github.com/erichuffman/cts_demo-7.x-1.0



How Could I Use This?

Other Possibilities
(Live Demo 2)



Pitfalls & Best Practices

• Avoid duplicating existing functionality.

• Don’t cause confusion by overriding field a user expects to be able to 
control.

• Note user permission requirements. Site managers/builders will need to 
have administer themes permission.

• Keep the Drupal default theme settings, but consider hiding them with CSS 
to avoid confusion.

• File upload options: make sure they’re set up as managed files
(See: https://www.drupal.org/node/177868#comment-4191174)



Recap:

• Creating your own custom theme settings is a handy way to offer tightly 
controlled visual identity options to site builder/mangers.

• To get started try experimenting with just setting values in your .info file, 
then try writing form field options in theme-settings.php file. See the 
documentation in my demo theme for more helpful direction.

• Keep it simple and avoid duplicating existing options.

• Use caution around surly leprechauns.



Questions?

Thank You!


