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Drupal can do amazing things, so why not?

- One of the beauties of Drupal is our ability to extend it.

- The idea of modules you use in combination with other modules to
Invent new and easier methods of web content creation, management
and presentation is fascinating!

- This visually reminds me of other modular systems, like modular
synthesizers (for example).

- Modular synthesizers represent the same endless possibilities with
sound that content management systems like Drupal represent with

the web.
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Background

- Web editors are often tasked with time-consuming updating of content
- Many large websites, including educational institutions, use Drupal to
help manage their content and make creating and updating it easier.

- UGA School of Law has been using Drupal as its CMS since 2009.

- In summer 2014 we made the leap from Drupal 6 to 7, and took the
upgrade and migration as an opportunity to revise many site features.

- There were many things we knew Drupal was capable of, but that we
had not always taken full advantage of.

- Our D6 site utilized views and exposed filters a little, but not enough.
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Making Things Easier

- We knew there was a lot of room for improvement when it came to
some of our more dense pages on the website.

- We aimed to revise a couple of pages that had valuable content but
somehow lacked the user-friendliness of our other pages.

- Two pages came to mind right away:

1. Course Offerings
2. External Scholarships
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Why Revise?

- These two pages were so dense because they were very long lists.The content
of each list item was fairly simple, but there was nothing in place to allow for easy
searching of the content.

- The course offerings page was actually two pages, one alphabetically listed by
course title, and one numerically listed by course number.

- The external scholarships page was directed toward prospective students, but
elsewhere in the school a separate physical list of similar opportunities existed
for current students. Some of these opportunities were the same.
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Before & After: Course Offerings

before: after:
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http://www.law.uga.edu/course-offerings

Previously two pages, one

a_llphabetlcally listed _by COWSE New method allows searching and sorting
title, and one numerically listed alphabetically, numerically, by number of

by course number. No good credit hours, and by course categories
(new vocabulary featuring terms like

way to search or sort! "required”, "elective”, etc.)




Before & After: Scholarship & Writing Opportunities

before: after:

Law

ETUDENTE

http://www.law.uga.edu/external-scholarships

_ _ New method allows searching and sorting
Previously one web page for prospective students alphabetically, by opportunity deadline, by
and a separate physical book for current students. opportunity type (scholarship or writing), by

Some opportunities were the same. No good way to . .
search or sort the web page. Few students were student type (current or incoming), as well as

aware of the physical book. by award amount.




Modules Needed

- Views - part of Drupal 8 core, but not in 7's core

- Chaos Tools - required by the module needed to expose a filter in a block

- Views Block Exposed Filter Block - allows a form to be exposed in a block

- Link - optional, part of Drupal 8 core, but not in 7's core

- Taxonomy - core for 7 and 8, allows creation of term collections called
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vocabularies, which can be used as "tags" in content types
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How To: 10 Steps

1. Create a new vocabulary (possibly more than one).

2. Create a new content type with specific fields.

3. Add the new vocabulary to your content type as a field to enable "tagging".

4. Create some draft content so you have something to work with as you set up your new view.

5. Create a new block view which your new content will populate. (I like to create a page view first for
easier testing, then turn it into a block later, but that is totally optional.)

6. Use filters and sorts for your various fields and vocabularies to make the new view's content easily
search-able and thus more user-friendly.

7. Decide if you want to link your view content back to the original, and if you want a pager.

8. Expose the form of your new block view as a second block. To do this, in "advanced settings"
enable Ajax, and set "exposed form" to "Yes" (and adjust any settings if you want, like the button's text).
Unless you want a title to appear above each block on your final page, use <none> for the block title.

9. When you are ready, transform your old HTML list page into a mostly empty page (leave title
and description if you like).

10. Set your new view block and exposed form block to display on the chosen page in the main
content region. Drag and drop the blocks as needed (I prefer having exposed forms appear above
(ETEZ)



Step 1: New Vocabularies

Course Offerings

You can reorganize the terms in Course Types using their drag-and-drop |

» Add lerm

edit

golit

it

awed

it

edit

edit

ed

i

+ i

s - L e

., Advanced Writng Courses adit t edit

+  LL.M. Only Courses edit i =
M.SL. Only Courses edit

Save Resettoalphabetical

Created two new vocabularies:

1. Course Types

2. Course Clusters (for future use)

Opportunities

Opportunity Type

Student Type

You can reorganize the terms in Opportunity Type usir oy can reorganize the terms in Student Type |

» Add term

+ Add term

NAME OPERATIONS NAME OPERATIONS
4 Scholarship Opportunity edit 4, Current Students edit
f. Writing Competition edit 4+ Incoming Students edit

Save Reset to alphabetical

Created two new vocabularies:
1. Opportunity Type

2. Student Type



Step 2: Create New Content Type
Step 3: Add the New Vocabularies

Course Offering Opportunities

||||||||||

Add coecent  Find conmem  Blecis  Wenws  Medules  Views  Cache cont mev:  Bocks  Merws Mol

Courses

For courses, the basic information needed included: For scholarship & writing opportunities, the basics included:

- Title (course name)
+ Deadline (date)
- Annual (select if annual or not)

- Title (course name)
» JURI humber (course number)

» Credit Hours - Award Amount (for public display, includes $ sign)
+ Prerequisite (only shows if entered) - Sort Award Amount (not visible, used for sorting)
- Co-requisite (only shows if entered) - Website (link field)

. T . « Application (link field)
Course Description (body field) - Opportunity Description (body field)

+ Course Type (vocabulary 1) - Opportunity Type (vocabulary 1)
« u2wree Clusters (vocabulary 2) - Student Type (vocabulary 2)




Step 4: Create Draft Content

Course Offerings

Add cantent  Fine centest 3 ocks 5 Veews  Cache

Alpmel  Employen  Facully Stef  Stedests  (WE 7O GEOREA LAW

B

ADMISSONS

"

ACADEMICS

v

CAREER DEVELOPMEN T

v

FACULTY & SCHOLARS

Patent Law

= INTERMATIONAL PROGRAMS

v

LAW LBIRARY JURI Mumbier:

[

WEWS & EVENTS

[SEeTp—

Ceurse Desenpeion:
Thos courss wid ressss

Course Gluste:
1 ;

Edi shormcets

Now that you
have new
content types,
you can much
more easily
search for and
locate that type
specifically
(making editing
even quicker
and easier!)

Opportunities

ADMISSIONS
ACADEMICS

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
FACULTY & SCHOLARSHIP
INTERRATIONAL PROGRAMS
LAW LIBRARY

NEWS & EVENTS

The Univansity of Georgia

Webaite:

Onlire Applicat

Award Amount:

500 homoranum and the opporiumity 1o par e in the Gonference with expenses paid

Law Student Writing Award for an Owstanding Paper on Social Insurance

The Academy's Law St Wil
recagnize and promate oulstandin

auranG

Ellgibinity
Ay substanial we
rriementing socia

oa at an ABA.

e resEach pa

ey of Social Insun

Mational Acad ABA-SC

Compiete appl icaticns must include
1) Noming g (POF)

srance, Attention; Devin

al Acadeny of Social In
D.C. 20035

Evaluatian Critarla
A taw student weiting competition @

and clanty and feloity of he eupos

must be expla uly.

University of Geoepa | Mo

» Follow News & Evenis | I Conn

with Admissions
228 Harty Drive :




FiInd Content  nowthatyou

have new
e T — content types,
== you can much
more easily

e @ search for and
—r locate that type

published 0211072014 - 10:47am = adit

[ Publish selected content

Courses rsevan published 09/10/2014 - 10:40am > edit > gelete = =

Sports Law Coursesrsevans  published 09/05/2014 - 11:1%am > edit > delete
Community Haalth Law Partnarshin Clinic Coursas 15 published 0B/18/2014 - 1:00pm = adit felete S e C I I C a
Christian Perspective on Legal Thought Coursesrsevans  published 08/17/2014 - 2:48pm > gdit
Dispute Resolution & Systems Design Coursesrsevans  published 06/12/2014 - 1:05pm > gdit > delete . - -
Trial Practice Coursesrsevan published O6/12/2014 - 12:56pm > adit > delate
Public Interest Practicum Coursesrsevans  published 06/1272014 - 12:55pm > delete
Prosecutorial Clinic Coursesrsevans  published 06/12/2014 - 12:55pm > delete

on & Procadurs published 061272014 - 12:55pm > delate

L]
; published 06/12/2014 - 12:55pm > delete
Mediation Prac Coursesrsevans  published 06/12/2014 - 12:55pm > delete eve n u I C e r
Life Cycle of a Corporation Coursesrsevans  published 06122014 - 12:55pm > delate
Labor Arbitration SEVEan published 061272014 - 12:54pm > dolate

Lnte g. Counseling, & Negotiating published 081272014 - 12:54pm > delete L}

Family Viclence Clinic Coursesrsevans  published 06/12/2014 - 12:54pm > delete I
Estate Planning Coursesrsevans  published 06M12/2014 - 12:54pm > delete 0
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Steps 5 - 8: Set Up Your New Views

Course Offerings

weeky

format

W raasita twhasior

fields

filters

pager settings

Step 5: Create a new view.
- Include all fields you want to display in the view (could also use "teaser" if you have teaser display preferences set up for the content type)
« Decide the display format/style (I used HTML list, table is also nice)

Step 6: Use filters and sorts to make the view easily search-able.
- This is where your vocabularies will come in handy! Sort by them.
- You can also sort using specific fields (ex. we used Award Amount)

Opportunities

-l
Comtsatunl filars

Relatienshigs. st

filters

pager settings

- Check the box for "expose" in sort and filter settings so people can use it.

Step 7: Decide if you want to link back to original content, or use a pager.
- Under "fields" choose "title" and check the box for linking to original content on/off.
- Under "pager" choose "full" to use pager, and set the number of items you want per page (this feature can help shorten page lengths for long

lists).

Step 8: Expose the form of your new block view as a separate block.
- Under "advanced settings" enable AJAX, and set "exposed form" to yes.

«Jn =2r form settings" you can also change button preferences.



format

fields

filters

sorts

Course Offerings

A Da rd

Add content  Find content  Blocks Menus Modules

Helle rsevans

Modify the display(s) of your view below or add new displays.

Displays

Curriculum + Add

~ Block details

Display name: Block

Format
Format HTML list | Seftings
Show: Fields | Setlings

Fields
Content: Title
Content: JURI Number (JURI)
Content: Credit Hours (Credit Hours)
Content: Prerequisite (Prarequisite)
Content: Co-requisite (Co-requisite )
Content: Course Description
Global: Custom text

Filter criteria
Content: Published (Yes)
Content: Type (= Courses)

Content: Course Type (exposad) | Settings

Sort criteria

Content: Credit Hours (Exposed

C+an

Add

Add

Add

Block settings
----- e: Course Offerings

s5: Permission | View published content
Header
Footer Add
Pager
Use pager: Full | Paged, 25 items

More link: No

pager settings

B yvnntan A ,mAIATr vIIAIAr

edit view name/description -«

clone Block [
Contextual filters Add
Relationships Add
No results behavior Add

Exposed form eXpOSE form

Exposed form in block: Yes

Exposed form style: Basic | Setlings

Machine Name: block 1

turn on AJAX

Comment: No commant

Yes

Hide contextual links: No

Use aggregation: No

Juery settings: Seftings

Field Language: Current user's language
Caching: None

Link display: Curriculum
C35S5 class: None
Th

Info on

hing: Do not cache




Opportunities

N Dashb C 2l ance 3 Tgu n Reports Ad el Help Hello rsevans

Add content  Find content Blocks Menus Modules Edit shortc

>

Modify the display(s) of your view below or add new displays.

Displays

Page + Add editview name/description -«

¥ Block details

Display name: Block

Title Block settings ¥ Advanced

format

Title: None Block name: Mone ¢ Contextual filters

ormat Access: Permission | View published content Relationships

Format Unformatted list | Settings Header No results behavior
Show: Fields | Settings Footer

fields Exposed form expose form
s e Pager Exposed form in block: Yes
bl T Use pager: Full | Paged.10 liems Exposed form style: Basic | Seftings
Global: Custom text More link: No BB

Machine Name: block 1

OB A TN Comment No comment tU rn On AJAX

Content: Deadline (Deadline)

Filter criteria ! Use AJAX: Yes
f. |t Content: Published (Yes) Hide attachments in summary: No
I erS Content: Type (= Scholarship Opportunities and Writing

Hide contextual links: No
Competitions)

Use aggregation: No
Content: Has taxonomy term (exposed) | Settings .
Query seftings: Settings

Field Language: Current user's language

Sorts Content; Deadline (now) | Settings pag er Setti ngs Caching: None

Sort criteria Link display: Page

Content: Has taxonomy term (exposed) | Settings

Content: Title (Exposed)
Content: Deadline (Exposed)

Content: Sort Award Amount (hidden) (Exposed)

CSSclass: None




Steps 5 - 8: Set Up Your New Views

Course Offerings

weeky

format

W raasita twhasior

fields

filters

pager settings

Step 5: Create a new view.
- Include all fields you want to display in the view (could also use "teaser" if you have teaser display preferences set up for the content type)
« Decide the display format/style (I used HTML list, table is also nice)

Step 6: Use filters and sorts to make the view easily search-able.
- This is where your vocabularies will come in handy! Sort by them.
- You can also sort using specific fields (ex. we used Award Amount)

Opportunities

-l
Comtsatunl filars

Relatienshigs. st

filters

pager settings

- Check the box for "expose" in sort and filter settings so people can use it.

Step 7: Decide if you want to link back to original content, or use a pager.
- Under "fields" choose "title" and check the box for linking to original content on/off.
- Under "pager" choose "full" to use pager, and set the number of items you want per page (this feature can help shorten page lengths for long

lists).

Step 8: Expose the form of your new block view as a separate block.
- Under "advanced settings" enable AJAX, and set "exposed form" to yes.

«Jn =2r form settings" you can also change button preferences.



Step 9: Prepare the old page for new views

Course Offerings

* Das d C nt Structure Appearance help Help Hello rsevans g
Add content  Find content  Blocks Menus Modules Views Cache Edit shortcuts

R Aumei Empioyors Facuty Staf  Studens .

Edit Unpublish Devel

Law

ACADEMICS

Curriculum

Course Offerings
" 1 » Academics: Course Offerings
Required Courses el e - .

Joint Degrees

Concurrent Enroliment -
Advocacy Course Offerings

Business Law & Ethics

Experiential Leaming You will find a broad and challenging curriculum at Georgia Law - nearly 170 courses are offered, although not all of the listed courses are taught each year. First-

D.C. Semester in Practice year students are just as likely to encounter a tenured or chaired faculty member in the classroom as they are a junior professor. Distinguished visitors and adjuncts

Journals supplement the faculty and diversify the upperdevel curriculum. Not all listed courses are offered each semester. Periodically, other courses are offered. Descriptions
of these other courses will be posted on official bulletin boards. Unless otherwise noted, all law courses carry the prefix "JURL"

ADMISSIONS

ACADEMICS

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
FACULTY & SCHOLARSHIP
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
LAW LIERARY

NEWS & EVENTS

Remove all content, except for the required title and
a description (if you want one).



Step 10: Display new blocks

Locate the Blocks Review the New Page!
Move them to the correct region.

BLOCK REGION OPERATIONS
Logo Header
Gontert top
Resource Navigation [level 1) Content top : |configurs delels
BGoogle Search code Cantent top 3+ |configure delede
Navigation bar
Shudar Typ
Highlightad
Help
System help Helg 3+ |configure
Gontent
Wiew: Slida Show Front Page: Slide Show Front Page Content 2 | con figure
Header texi for Colorbox content fypes Cantent
Main page content Content
Expased R hew_news_search-page Cantent
Faculty Highlights Block Content 2 | configure
In the Mews Block Content : |configure
Mews & Events Content 2 |oon figuire
Top News Block Content 2
EVENT CALENDAR Content L
Exposed farn: curriculum-block_1 Cantent :
Course Offerings Content 3 |configure L T e T A
Exposed form: scholarship_and_writing_opportunities-block_1 Content ¢ |configure
Wigw; Schalarship and Wriling Opportunities Cantent # |eenfigurg x
Exposed farm: media_guide-block_1 Content : |configure
PP T - fice Schowrshis

Conutagy Boocks & Smis

ety Sichoies Awmard

Set the Page and Title

———————— FECIE
= blocks show

i s st P 0 v g At s i otk T e e s

e s only on the

1T Larw o e Emraet

- | page you want.

Unless you
want a title for
each block, use
= i ) <none> for title.
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Locate the BIOCKS
Move them to the correct region.

BLOCK REGION OPERATIONS
Logo Header

Content top

.. Resource Navigation (level 1) Content top : |configure delete
4. Google Search code Content top : |configure delete

Navigation bar

Highlighted

Help

4. System help Help + |configure
Content

4. View: Slide Show Front Page: Slide Show Front Page Content + |configure
4. Header text for Colorbox content types Content : |configure delete
4 Main page content Content : |configure
4. Exposed form: new_news_search-page Content + |configure
4. Faculty Highlights Block Content + |configure
4 Inthe News Block Content : |configure
4. News & Events Content :+ |configure
4. Top News Block Content + |configure
4. EVENT CALENDAR Content : |configure
4. Exposed form: curriculum-block_1 Content : |configure
4. Course Offerings Content + |configure
3 Exposed form: scholarship_and_writing_opportunities-block_1 Content + |configure

View: Scholarship and Writing Opportunities Content + |configure

Ewvrnncnd farm: madia Aaida kilaslk 4 F TP, a leanfimoen




{, View: Scholarship and wriung Opporuniues Content
. Exposed form: media_guide-block_1 Content

+ |conngure
+ |configure

Set the Page and Title

Block title
<none=
Ovamde the dafaull Llle for the biock. Use <nona™ 1o display no Litke, of leave blank 1o use (he defaull biock ttle. This field suppans lokens.

Region settings
Specify in which themes and regions this block is displayed.

UGA Law Zen (default theme)
Content

Zen
None

Bartik
- None -

Visibility settings

Pages
Restricted to certain pages Show block on specific pa_nes
All pages except those listed
(=) Only the listed pages

Content types
2col_default_page

Roles
Not restricted

Users
Not customizable

course-offerings

Spacily pages by using their paths. Entar ane path parlina. The ™ charactaris a wideard. Exampia paths are biag for the biog paga and biag/™ far avery parsonal blo:

Ensure that the
blocks show
only on the
page you want.

Unless you
want a title for
each block, use
<none> for title.
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Highlightad
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Search Gaaorgia Law w0

% Inside Georgla Law

|
Discover what Georgla Law has to offer

by searching for courses that match your
Intarests.

BEARCH COURSE OFFERINGS

Explore Georgia Law

gns + -l.0. Admissians

J.D. Admissions

= ADMISSIONS
= ACADEMICS
* CAREER DEVELOFMENT

*= FACULTY & SCHOLARSHIP

Contact Admissions

Phane: (TOE) 542-T060
[eifELga. ey

ICOming ¥
dedicated to teaching the fhea undations of law and viding hands-on exparience. E-mail® ugajd 3 g

Discover why G i Law is an excellent place (o s

= INTERNATIONAL FROGRAMS
= LAW LIBRARY
= MEWS & EVENTS

JD Class of 2017 Profile

B8 Affordable Education

7% A Georgla Law education |s he |deal balance between cost and apporiuniy. Our

General Tips

- Be enthusiastic! It is contagious.

- Find a colleague or two who are as
enthusiastic as you are about the new
method (perhaps staff whose job will
be made easier because of it).

- Prepare a complete working draft in
a development server first to show to
others. Help them visualize this!

- Make the case for your new approach
by selling the many advantages such
as improved usability, more efficient
searching and updating, and the
potential for a marketing angle.

Example: the old methods for course and opportunity listings weren't pretty enough to publicize. Now
they are promoted to students on other pages across the site, and through the school's social media.
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